
Representatives from Department of Youth Reha-
bilitation Services (DYRS) met with Peruvian and 
Kyrgyzstani fellows participating in the American Bar 
Association Rule of Law Initiative’s (ABA ROLI’s) 
International Justice Sector Education and Training 
(IJET) Fellowship Program on Friday, July 28. 
The IJET Program brings small groups of jus-
tice-sector professionals to the U.S. to help them de-
velop skills and knowledge to create and implement 
Change Plans for specific institutional or justice-sys-
tem reforms. 
The main goal of the Kyrgyzstani fellows’ Change 
Plan is to prevent and decrease crimes against chil-
dren and provide better protection for child victims 
through judicial and prosecutorial cooperation.
The goal of the Peruvian fellows’ Change Plan is to 
safeguard the rights of minors in the justice system 
as victims or as offenders, including through restor-
ative justice and re-integration programs for minors 
in conflict with the law.

The Right Direction
Congratulations to youth D. and R., who are recipi-
ents of the the DC Office of the Attorney General’s 
(OAG) Right Direction Award, an honor given to Dis-
trict of Columbia youth who are showing significant 
self-improvement, serving as role models to other 
youth, or otherwise effecting positive change in their 
communities.
D.’s and R’s perseverance is inspiring and they 
serve as a model to other youth, demonstrating the 
possibilities that exist when young people work hard 
and are given the proper support systems.
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Right from the Start

F rom Sunday, July 30 to Friday, August 4, parents and guardians of DYRS’ committed youth participat-
ed in a civil rights tour that proved to be a remarkable and touching experience for all.

The attendees visited historical sites and monuments commemorating those of the Civil Rights Movement 
and its influencers, many of whom lost their lives. The first day started with a visit to the International Civil 
Rights Center and Museum. Day two included a short presentation at Old Ebenezer Baptist Church, a tour 
of Martin Luther King (MLK) and Coretta Scott King Crept, a visit to the MLK National Museum, and finally, 
Martin Luther King’s birthplace. Later in the trip, family members joined with youth in walking across the 
Pettus Bridge as Martin Luther King and other civil rights leaders did in 1965. They viewed this to be the 
most pivotal point of the trip -- walking this bridge together and realizing the rights afforded to them when 
Martin Luther King took that original walk.

The DYRS Youth and Family Programs Division believes it’s important for caregivers to experience the 
historical and scared spaces where people fought for the rights enjoyed today, with the hope that it will 
encourage them to find their own voices -- building strength and resilience to fight for their own families.

Just for Kicks

Scholars at New Beginnings Youth Development Center’s (NBYDC) Maya Angelou Academy completed 
summer school with a “staff vs. students” kickball tournament on August 1, which both participants and 

spectators enjoyed. Youth and school staff members participated in the fun athletic activity on the facility’s 
blacktop and then indulged in a generous serving of Rita’s Italian Ice to cool off. New Beginning’s gym 
staff officiated the games and helped wrap up the summer semester, as our youth prepare for the new 
school year.
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PERUsing New Ideas



A Natural State

On Sunday, July 23, the DYRS Youth Council and staff participated in a narrated, guided tour of the 
Woodend Sanctuary in Maryland. DYRS’ very own naturalist, Mr. Jose Dearteaga, facilitated the 

tour and pointed out wildlife such as the Northern Cardinal, Blue Jays, and Deer. While the team ate 
lunch, Mr. Dearteaga provided an enlightening discussion on the importance of cleaning the environ-
ment and the dangers of pollution in local rivers. After taking in all of this information, young people 
found themselves motivated to do their part and clean the picnic area. The Youth Council thanks all 
those who volunteered, its new friends at the Audubon Naturalist Society Woodend Sanctuary, and 
Mr. Dearteaga for fostering the interest. Youth interested in joining the Youth Council in the future 
should contact Ms. Del Valle at (202) 207-7124.

Artistic Expression

On Monday, August 7, Youth 
Development Representative 

(YDR) Marco Wimberly and youth   
S. H. worked on what they called the 
“scroll project” together in the Youth 
Services Center’s (YSC) resource 
center. YDR Wimberly provides ther-
apy to YSC youth through artistic 
expression to help them tap into their 
talents and allow opportunities for 
behavioral change.

Smooth Operators

On Saturday, July 29, as part of the Youth Services Center’s (YSC) evolving mission to combat 
obesity and raise awareness among our youth on the benefits of eating healthy and staying ac-

tive, the facility hosted a pop-up workshop on the “basics of healthy eating.” Youth enjoyed smoothies 
and discussed the importance of fruits and vegetables - and the power in blending them while watch-
ing the process - as staff made the smoothies. 

A Different Lens
DYRS summer interns - enlisted to gather infor-
mation and gain insight from young people within 
DYRS and from community professionals and ad-
vocates - presented their findings to members of 
the agency’s executive team on Thursday, August 
10. The three topics the interns presented on in-
cluded: 

• how DYRS can better serve troubled 
youth and encourage them to take ad-
vantage of the opportunities presented 
to them;

• recognizing the factors involved in the 
wake of the black lives moment and 
racism in America; and

• understanding the role of fathers/male 
figures as advocates for their children 
and a creating strategy to get them 
more involved in their children’s lives/ 
treatment plans.

The students worked on a several projects and 
provided focus groups during their 10 weeks 
with the agency that provided insight into the 
above-mentioned topics. Special thanks to Mr. 
Emmett Irby from East of the River Clergy Po-
lice Community Partnership for facilitating the 
program, and providing a wonderful opportunity 
for both interns, staff, and DYRS youth to learn 
from each other.
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