
Community Engagement

DYRS Director Clinton Lacey checks in with com-
munity activist Ronald Moten, as well as DC’s Go-
go favorites from The Backyard Band, Weensy 
and Anwar “G” Glover.

DYRS Deputy Director of Secure Programs Wil-
lie Fullilove and New Beginnings Superintendent 
Mack McGhee visit the oldest Juvenile Hall in 
California - Central Juvenile Hall - to discuss best 
practices.

November 2, 2017

Event Calendar
Anchored in Strength Parent/Caregiver 
Support Group,  MLK Achievement Center, 
6:30-8 pm 

DC ONE FUND event YSC, Community Room,  
5:45-8:45 am and 1:45-4:45 pm

DC ONE FUND event 450/ MLK, 450 H. Street NW, 
12-3 pm

Anchored in Strength Parent/Caregiver 
Support Group, 450 Achievement Center, 
12:30-2 pm 

YSC Employee Town Hall, Community Room, 
5:45-8:45 am and 1:45-4:45 pm

Thanksgiving Family Engagement Dinner, 
450 H. St. NW, 5:30 -7:30 pm

Anchored in Strength Parent/Caregiver 
Support Group,  MLK Achievement Center, 
6:30-8 pm 

DC ONE FUND event for New Beginnings, 
Front Lobby,  5:45-8:45 am and 1:45-4:45 pm
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The Importance of Showing Up: Truancy Fluency

Some 100 people showed up for the Sip and Stroll event at the MLK Achievement Center on 
October 26 - an opportunity to make education fun and address truancy with DYRS’ committed 

youth population. DYRS youth and partners came out to discuss the importance of staying in school 
while utilizing Pan Hellenic organizations to garner the attention of the youth. A panel with the Office 
of Education and Workforce Development – Routes - discussed how a quality education can take 
one far in life and ultimately provide options for a productive future. The Sip and Stroll served as an 
avenue for youth to learn how to walk toward graduation, and also dance among their peers to the 
sounds of the Go-go band “XIB.”

A True Taste Test

On Friday, October 27, four youth at New Beginnings Youth Development Center received certif-
icates of completion for Holder Handler training, as well as ServSafe Food Handler Certificates 

from the Vocational Program. Mr. Selwyn Holder from Holder Enterprise oversaw the successful class, 
which is one of the many forms of programming the facility put into place to emphasize the importance 
of vocational training for its youth. DYRS applauds its youth for their drive and positive outlook.

P O S I T I V E  Y O U T H  D E V E L O P M E N T



The DYRS Youth Council Brings It to Light

On Saturday, October 29, the DYRS Youth Council and staff served their community and helped the 
environment by pruning and planting Lantana’s - bright, sun-loving plants, at the Kenilworth Aquatic 

Gardens. They worked hard as they potted 50 plants that they then moved inside so that they could 
survive the winter. After taking a brief lunch break, the Youth Council proceeded to feed the homeless 
outside DC Central Kitchen and passed out information on homeless support programs - all in a day’s 
work for the DYRS Youth Council. The agency is incredibly proud of your dedication and efforts!

My Family is My All

F rom Friday, October 20 through Sunday, October 22, the young people at New Beginnings Youth 
Development Center participated in the first ever Covenant of Peace weekend with their families 

by their sides.The weekend encompassed parents being introduced to the pillars of COP and how they 
impact parenting and relationships. Parents also took part in presentations on family engagement, 
engaged in wellness treatments, and gained a true understanding of what their youth experience on a 
daily basis while committed to New Beginnings. A dinner with their child’s credible messenger proved 
to be one of the high points of the weekend, as caregivers learned more about the transformative 
mentoring initiative and also gained insight into their child’s life from a different lens.

Connecting in the Workplace at  DYRS Employee Town Halls

On Thursday October 10, and Tuesday, October 24, staff from the 450 H. Street/MLK Achievement 
Centers and New Beginnings, respectively, participated in agency town halls where Director Clin-

ton Lacey and members of the executive team spoke about the state of the agency, acknowledged 
improvements, addressed concerns and shone a grateful light on the work that DYRS staff take on 
every day. Director Lacey also spoke about connectivity in the workplace, stating that “while we want 
our work to be transformative, we also want to be understood for who we are.” “What we need to do 
is create opportunities for colleagues to learn about each other at a deeper personal level. People 
want to be understood and appreciated as individuals who are more than a job.” Now that’s what love 
looks like.

Ms. Yolanda Fields in DYRS’ 450 Achievement 
Center cares for a DYRS youth’s child while the 
youth participates in a makeup certification class.

Save the Date: Open Enrollment 2018 begins 
Monday, November 13 and ends on Monday, 
December 11, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. EST. This is 
your annual opportunity to review your cur-
rent benefit elections and make any necessary 
changes. For more information, please visit:
https://dchr.dc.gov/page/employee-benefits

F A M I L Y  E M P O W E R M E N T

Awareness Activity

New Beginnings and Maya Angelou Academy 
staff and youth join a five-mile Breast Cancer walk 
as Breast Cancer Awareness Month ends.

The Line Staff Look

Spotted: YDRs and direct care staff at New Begin-
nings outside the facility engaged in conversation.

P O S I T I V E  S T A F F  D E V E L O P M E N T


